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Abstract - This paper discusses the road safety 

situation in the Philippines in terms of the number 
of fatalities and the cost of the road crashes to the 
country. It also shows statistics on the number of 
registered vehicles, common violations, and the 
factors that cause road crashes. Various programs 
and some policies being implemented by local and 
national government are also highlighted. The 
Department of Transportation and 
Communications (DOTC) has finalized its Road 
Safety Action Plan in 2010. Other stakeholders, 
private sectors and non-government organizations 
are also very active in implementing road safety 
activities.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Philippines is a sovereign island 
country in Southeast Asia, located in the western 
Pacific Ocean. The Philippines is the 73rd 
largest independent nation, covering almost 
300,000 square kilometers (115,831 sq mi) and 
an archipelago comprising 7,107 islands, and is 
categorized broadly into three main 
geographical divisions: Luzon, Visayas, and 
Mindanao. Its capital city is Manila.  

 
With a population of more than 105 million 

people (as of June 2013), the Philippines is the 
seventh most populated Asian country and the 
12th most populated country in the world. In 
2012, there were 7,463,393 registered motor 
vehicle and 4,553,272 driver’s license and 
student permits issued by the Land 
Transportation Office [1]. 

 
 

II. ROAD SAFETY SITUATION 
 

 Over 90% of the world's fatalities on the 
roads occur in low-income and middle-income 
countries, even though these countries have less 
than half of the world's vehicles. In the 

Philippines, road crashes continue to increase 
over the years. The undeniable growth of road 
crashes resulting to death, with an estimation of 
34 deaths every day, needs to be stopped or 
lessened. 

 
ADB reported that the estimated cost of 

road crashes is approximately $1.9 Billion per 
year that is about PHP 85.5 Billion per year, 
which is about 2.6% of the country’s gross 
domestic product. 

 
The second highest fatalities at 17% involve 

those aged 21 to 25 years old. This is followed 
by the age group of 60 years and above at 11%, 
as seen on Table 1. In the country, 20% of road 
crash fatalities involve those 15 years old and 
younger, and this is the age group of mostly 
pedestrians [2].  
 

Table 1: Age distribution of road crash casualty 
 

Age group Fatal (%) Non-Fatal (%) 
<10 11 16 

10-15 9 11 
16-20 6 11 
21-25 17 13 
26-30 9 10 
31-35 6 11 
36-40 10 6 
41-45 4 6 
46-50 5 4 
51-55 6 4 
56-60 4 2 
61-65 3 2 
>65 9 4 
Total 100 100 

 
 

The causes of road crash are human error- 
driver’s behavior (73%), mechanical defect 
(18%) and poor road condition (9%). Usual 
violations and reason for a crash are drunk 
driving, over speeding and bad overtaking or 
turning [3]. The statistics also shows that 
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motorcyclists are categorized in the second risk 
group of being killed or injured in road crash. 

 
As reported by Metro Manila, pedestrians 

killed in the road grew by 6.5% in 2011 over 
2012; while in 2011, pedestrians comprised 46% 
and 27% of those killed and injured respectively 
[4]. National Youth Commission (NYC) also 
reported that pedestrians took a large effect on 
the increasing deaths due to reported road crash, 
hailed as the 4th cause of mortality rate from 
41.6% per 100,000 populations as of 2006 
[5].The involvement of public utility vehicles in 
road crash is also notably high, as shown in 
Table 2. 

 
Table 2: Road traffic accidents (2012-2013) 

 
Types of MV 

Involved 2012 2013 (Jan-
Feb) 

Bus 1,316 154 

Truck 1,770 323 

Automobile 5,428 960 

Jeepney 879 289 

Tricycle 925 269 

Motorcycle 3,112 721 

Others 322 43 

Total 13,752 2,759 
 

 
III. CONCLUSION 

 
The risks of road crash are high for 

pedestrians and motorcyclists. Much need to be 
done in order to reduce the high number of 
killed and injured pedestrians and motorcyclists 
in the Philippines. 

 
A lot of road safety interventions are being 

done by the government and private sectors. The 
Department of Transportation and 
Communications has launched its Road Safety 
Action Plan in 2010, in line with the UN Decade 
of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020’s goal to 
reduce fatalities and injuries to 50% by 2020.  

 
The Republic Act 10586, also known as the 

“Driving under the influence law”, was recently 
signed by the president. This law supersedes the 
provision about driving under the influence in 
the Republic Act 4136, section 53. 
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